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1., Chungshan (113-56. 22~22) Haien is well kaown for its large land holdings,
wmany of which exceed a thousani wmou, something not common in Ewangtung.
Landlords {or the most part ars absent, aad the cclleetion of rents is
handled through a group of loo: 1 ageunts whc are tough, armed nen, hooked
up with local bullies and sometimes even with bandits. Without dealings
with these rough men, collectica of reats would be hardly possible. In
fact, many if not most of thesc local roughnecks make their liviag by
taking a share of the laand reant., pronising protection in return. lowever,
in recent decades when law and order have leen lacking in the countryside,
their :rotection has proved effsctive.

2. In December 195C with apitation for a land reform program, with the move-
ment [or the reduction of rent and interest in full swing, with hesvy
leviss on landlords and other agricultural producers, and with the drastic
measures taken apainst traditicnal power proups and local armed elements,
the interests of both the ‘andlords aand the loecal toughs were hard hit.
Thourh the interests of these two proups were formerly amatagonisthie,
they found a conmen enemy in the new regpiwe; Jandlords and local bullies,
are now workin, togeiker to preserve the olua systsm against the new power.
By the use c¢i' force and by traditional social relaticaships, these two
;roups siill cowmana the rollowing of a very consiusrable number of the
psagsants at all economic levels,

3. Decause ! this resistance, winich may be stroager than at wmeay other
places in the Delta, Communist autncrities in the cowntrysias in this
aistrict are turaing to tis use of rougher methocs, such as veating
and/ K:Lllmv in wealing with lnocal recalcitraats.

4, Land reform, including lana reaistiriiutiva, procesds only slowly here
for the following two other reasoas:

a. wmany ol tne lanaowners are overseas (hinese, living in hoag song aad

wacao and ia foreiga couatries. the government has professed & polioy
of protectiag the lepitimate interest cf these persons thereby trying
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o win their poliiical anu financial support., Consequently, lanu
ho:dings of overseas (hinese are not treated ths same way as thoss
*U ordinary lanolorus, and are rnot subjected to confiscation.

The unit ot faruwing is bi ger nere thaa in most of the places on the
Delta. kaen unit also coataina a complisated arainage and irriga-
tion system, as wmuchk of the lanu recuntly reclaimed froa low-lying
iud t'lats of the Canton estuory is frequently subjocted to floods

1f the irrigation system is a0t properly maintained. Such units
would be destroyed if tney were sub-divided for redistribution,
mweanwhile, the goverament hag asither the personnel or the capital
Ho take over the operation of such larpe farms, tlie number of which
is consiusrable, in orusr to maintain control and production

the Communists have been forced to subscribe to this outmoded system
which means, in effect, the perpetuation of reactionary elements and
the indelinite posiponing of general land refcrm. As a conseguence,
their hold on the rajority of the population is extremely slight.
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